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licensee’s authorized transmitter(s) on
the same channel or channel block.

Subpart D—Developmental
Authorizations

§ 22.401 Description and purposes of
developmental authorizations.

Communications common carriers
may apply for, and the FCC may grant,
authority to construct and operate one
or more transmitters subject to the
rules in this subpart and other limita-
tions, waivers and/or conditions that
may be prescribed. Authorizations
granted on this basis are developmen-
tal authorizations. In general, the FCC
grants developmental authorizations in
situations and circumstances where it
cannot reasonably be determined in ad-
vance whether a particular transmitter
can be operated or a particular service
can be provided without causing inter-
ference to the service of existing sta-
tions. For example, the FCC may grant
developmental authorizations for:

(a) Field strength surveys to evaluate
the technical suitability of antenna lo-
cations for stations in the Public Mo-
bile Services;

(b) Experimentation leading to the
potential development of a new Public
Mobile Service or technology; or,

(c) Stations transmitting on channels
in certain frequency ranges, to provide
a trial period during which it can be in-
dividually determined whether such
stations can operate without causing
excessive interference to existing serv-
ices.

§ 22.403 General limitations.

The provisions and requirements of
this section are applicable to all devel-
opmental authorizations.

(a) Developmental authorizations are
granted subject to the condition that
they may be cancelled by the FCC at
any time, upon notice to the licensee,
and without the opportunity for a
hearing.

(b) Except as otherwise indicated in
this subpart, developmental authoriza-
tions normally terminate one year
from the date of grant. The FCC may,
however, specify a different term.

(c) Stations operating under devel-
opmental authorizations must not

interfere with the services of regularly
authorized stations.

(d) A grant of a developmental au-
thorization does not provide any assur-
ance that the FCC will grant an appli-
cation for regular authorization to op-
erate the same transmitter(s), even if
operation during the developmental pe-
riod has not caused interference and/or
the developmental program is success-
ful.

§ 22.409 Developmental authorization
for a new Public Mobile Service or
technology.

The FCC may grant applications for
developmental authority to construct
and operate transmitters for the pur-
pose of developing a new Public Mobile
Service or a new technology not regu-
larly authorized under this part, sub-
ject to the requirements of this sec-
tion. Such applications may request
the use of any portion of the spectrum
allocated for Public Mobile Services in
the Table of Frequency Allocations
contained in part 2 of this chapter, re-
gardless of whether that spectrum is
regularly available under this part. Re-
quests to use any portion of the spec-
trum for a service or purpose other
than that indicated in the Table of Fre-
quency Allocations in part 2 of this
chapter may be made only in accord-
ance with the provisions of part 5 of
this chapter.

(a) Preliminary determination. The
FCC will make a preliminary deter-
mination with respect to the factors in
paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) of this
section before acting on an application
for developmental authority pursuant
to this section. These factors are:

(1) That the public interest, conven-
ience or necessity warrants consider-
ation of the establishment of the pro-
posed service or technology;

(2) That the proposal appears to have
potential value to the public that could
warrant the establishment of the new
service or technology;

(3) That some operational data
should be developed for consideration
in any rule making proceeding which
may be initiated to establish such serv-
ice or technology.

(b) Petition required. Applications for
developmental authorizations pursuant
to this section must be accompanied by
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